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was unnatural. The debate which commenced on February 8th was talked out, as was intended.
Mr. Lansbury moving the resolution of censure made very pertinent criticism. Mr. Baldwin who replied, indulged in a long discourse on Constitutional history, but scarcely answered the charge against the Cabinet. It is difficult to see what he intended to show by illustrating the elasticity of the Constitution from the reign of Charles II onward. It is not disputed that respect for Constitutional form is a safeguard of permanence, but it is the motive behind the form by which Constitutional precedents are judged by history. Mr. Baldwin trumped up the delusion so fashionable in the nineteenth century, about not being able to criticise new departures until they belonged to the past. People who act by chance always argue that way. The unimaginative rationalist may require the assistance of historical perspective before he can form an opinion on a new departure. The man who argues from political experience ought to be able to judge the present or the future from the motives which inspire them. In any case Mr, Baldwin contradicted his superfluous illustrations by stating that for a National Government a new principle could be adopted which might not apply to a party Government. He seemed to forget that the National Government was still a party Government so long as it existed in the House of Commons with even a nominal opposition. Mr. Baldwin's wish was father to the thought, for refreshing as a National Government would have been, the nondescript result of his own tactics was in no way as national as any of the administrations, chiefly Liberal, which rested on big majorities before the War. To discard the principle of Cabinet responsibility the Government was in no position, Unity should have been more necessary in a Government that called itself National than for a party Government that was a self-confessed sect* Party Government had at least the virtue of authority within itself, even if the sanction of the Whip could be somewhat strained.